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The Oppofers of the Freaty of Commerce, 8c. put to Silence. | 
The People they had deluded begin to awake, and are amazed at the Difcoveries of. 


Matters of Fact. 


a Myftery of first promoting the Bilt for eftablifbing and explaining the Treaty, ied 1 
then oppojing tt and addrelfing the Queen to explain it; enquired into. " 


The true Explanation both of the Treaty it felf, and of the Meaning of thofe who oppos?d iti: | 
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the popular Delufions; by which perfwaded the 
Common People to believe, that all, Commerce to 
France muft be to our Lofs, and that the French are the 
only Gainers. 


The People, on the other hand, finding-their Delu- 
ders thus pufh’d to the Wall, feem amazed, and like 
Men waken'd out of a Dream ; infomuch, that when 
we talk of a*Trade to France, and a Tariff in | , 
they innocently return upon us, TARIFF! T’s 
THAT? What do you mean by a Trade to France? 
Nay, fuch has been the highth of the Fraud, that the 
poor People have been made to believe in the grofs, 
that we only bought waft Quantities. of Goods from 
France, fuch as Wines, Brandy, Silk, Linen and Paper, 
but that we fent nothing thither; and when they are 
told of the French taking fixteen or feventeen thoufand 
Pieces of Kerfies, and twenty or five and twenty thou- 
fand Pieces of Serges and Perpetuana’s, with five thou- 
fand Pieces of Spanith Cloths, ten thoufand Pieces of 
Stuffs; and the like-in-proportion of all our Woollen 
Goods, and thefe all in one Year ; they hold up their 
Hands and their Eyes and ask us with wonder, what ® 
is we talk of ? Why, fay they, do we ufe to fend any Wool- 
len Manufatlures to France! , 


Thofe People who, for the promoting their other 
evil Defigns, have found it ufeful to them to keep the 
honeft Manufacturers thus in the dark, have no way 





brought to fome hy og at leaft to over 
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Paper, tellirig the poor People it is All Lyes, and 
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thie Attempt of deluding the 


To encourage them then, while in ta 
way to come to themfelves, and let them fee,that the 
Cafe of our Trade is fo plain, that it carinot be 
for them to carry on'their Defign of keeping the Peo- 
ple ignorant to any farther Length; that Truth is fo 
much againft them, that it muft neceffarily open the 
Eyes of the People, if it may but be fer in a true Light 
before them; the MERC ATO R-thall. continue to 
lay before the Britifh Manufaéturers, Fith-Mer . 
and other Traders to France, an Account of what the 
French Trade was, and whar, by the unfortunate Step’ 
lately taken, it now is ; by which they may rightly 
judge, Ww ast they might have gain’d, and what now they 
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The prefent Misfortune of the Trade wich France 
lies here, that we cannot remain as we were in the time 
Of. the War: Then the Trade with France was entirely 
put toa flop; tho’ there was no particular Prohibition, 
yet the Ships or Goods from France were not Enter- 
able, being ftopt by the general Interriiption of Com- 
merce. this is not the Cafe now. 


Now the Trade being laid open in general by a Peace, 


but fubjeé& to the particular Prohibitary Laws of either 


Kingdom ; the Confequence is fatal to us, in that we 
may Now Trade FROM France, but cannot Trade TO 


France. To this the Oppofers eagerly and very 


warmly reply to us with this Queftion, WHY have ye 
made fis 6 Ponce then ?- eae * 

The Anfwer is much more ar againft them, 
(viz.) NAY ; But why have you Rejected the Treaty of 
Commerce ? The State of the Queftion is clearly laid 
down thus; The Queen, when the Peace of Europe 
was in Agitation, forgot not the great and efpe- 
cia] Blefling of Trade, which was to attend it, amon 
her own People ; and therefore join’d toita Treaty o 
Commerce: And that fach a Ircaty, and fo qualifyed 
for the Encouraging Manufactures, and Encreafing the 
Wealth of her People, as none of her Ancetftors ever 
obrained the like ; none of them ever made a Treaty 
of Commerce fo much to Britain's Advantage: But 
Prejudices and Party prevailing, and a Sett of People 
applying themfelves among us to oppofe every things 
that may do the Nation good; and keep us under Dit- 
ficulties, that ic may Eclipfe the Management of thofe, 
who they particularly make their Attacks upon, and 
cover the Eondutt of thofe swhthey would Defend : 
This has prevailed fo far, as to make us feparate, what 
ought not to be put afunder ; and take the Treaty of 
Peace without the Treaty of Commerce; by which, as 
above, the State of Trade is quite altered ; for now the 
French Goods will come in here, and the Britifh Goods 
not go in there: BEFORE, as “a took nothing of 
us, fo we took nothing of them: But now the Cafe 
#s quite altered, their Goods ‘will come’ in among us, 
many Circumftances of our Trade join to have it fo; 
we will have Wines and Brandy, what Price foever 
We pay for them ; nay, the higher the Price is, or may 
e, the fonder fome of our People are of having them: 
arther, our Colonies and Plantations will have 

ineswand Brandies cheap and eafie, the Duty being 

drawn batk, and will have French Linens, French 

Paper, French Silks, &c. all the additional Duties being 

wn back by Certificate ; and all this while, we ha- 

’ no liberty of Importations into France, what 

thal] we pay ‘for all thefe Goods with, and how fhall 
we Ballance the Trade ?. 


EB Gentlemen ,who were firft for promoting a 
Bill co Enablit and Explain the Treaty nn Ie 


and ‘afterwards VOTING againft it, and THEN Ad- 
Grefling her maelty, tq put it into a Method of being 
Eftablilh'd and Exp 2nd, need to go no farther for 
an Explanation of it, than to this one Circumftance, 
Cviz.’) That all’our Englifh Manufactures, which are 
now Prohibited in France, and all our Fith, and other 
Goods,which are charged in France with Duties equal 












to a Prohibition, thevic mow be admitted upon very 
low and reafonable Duties; whereby the briuth Trade 
fhould be made abie to anfwer its own Imports, pay 
for the Goods we buy in France, by Manuta@tures of 
our own Workmanthip, or Goods of our own Growth 


or Importation, and have a Ballance yearly due to us 
in Money. ‘ 


This is the bricf Explanation of the Treaty: No 
doubt thofe Gentlemen ,who thought fit to make an 
Addrefs of Thanks to her Majefty tor the Treaty, un- 
derftood the meaning of it very well. The MERCA- 
TOR can never be of the Opinion, as fome would 
fuggeft, that the. faid AddrefS*ihould be a Satyr upon 
the Makers of it, and pretend to thank her Majefty 
for a thing thar wanted Explanation. 


Had the Treaty been made Effectual, the Trade it 
felf would ere now have Explain’d it; and fince the 
Treaty is not made Effectual, the want of that Trade, 
and the lofs of the Britifh Commerce, by Importing 
FROM a CountryyIO which we can have no Export, 
is an Explanation fufficient, as to fome of thofe ,who 
a cond againft the Bill. But the true Explanation of 
thefe Meafures, as to others, is this, That a Friendfhi 
was to be cultivated and kept up with our Dutc 
Neighbours for Ends of another kind ; by transferring 
the whole Advantages of our Trade into their Hands, 
and fecuring them in the Pofleffion, by excluding our 
felves; as appears by Accounts, which come every Poft 
from France; where their Ports are now: full of Dutch 
Ships, unlading vaft Quantities of Eaft-India and Weft- 
India Goods; nay, even Englifh Manuta¢tures, under the 
cover of being of the Dutch Workmanhhip ; all which 
‘Trade had been ours, if this Contrivance had not taken 
Effect. This is an Explanation,;which Great-Britain 
will feel fenfibly enough, to prevent their giving any 
Thanks to thofe,who have been the Occafion of it. 


It is to be obferved, that all the while we {peak to 
thefe People of our Exportations to France, ard the 
great Cuantities of Goods, Manufactures, and other 
things, which we fhould fend every Year into France, 
they make very light of it, and anfwer, That our Ex- 
portations to France are very trivial, and amount to no 
confiderable Sum ; and to” make this appear, they pro- 
duce their old Deceitful thing, call’d, A Scheme, the 
fame mentioned fo often in this Paper, in which they 
make all the Exportations to France amount to a {mall 
Matter ; and on the contrary, raife our Importations 
from France to an immenfe Sum. | 


Now as the Fraud of this Dealing has been fiuffici- 
ently Expofed, and that SCHEME will hardly pafs any 
longer with Men of Senfe for an Authentick Voucher, 
no not among themfelves; fo the next MERCATOR 
fhall give a fhort View of fome of our Exportations 
to France that are real, and fuch as are attefted from 


_ the Cuftom-Houfe Books ; and fuch as have been lately 


laid before both Houfes of Parliament, by the Com- 
miffioners of the Cuftoms; that fo the whole Nation 
may fee,what a Trade they are fhut out from, and what 
a Trade her Majefty had helped them to, if they had not 
rejected it themfelves. 





iw4 - ‘ 
SS p 
.©>.— 
XY ~ 
* 


LONDON: Printed for Benjy. Took fat the Tenmle-Gate. and 


Jonu BARBER, On Lambeth-Hil, 


( Price 3 Half-pence.) 



















